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MMIENAAE ZYMXPONHE TEXNHE OEZZAAONIKHE
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2ND THESSALONIKI BIENNALE OF CONTEMPORARY ART
Parallel programme
Exhibition «FACE TO FACES (FACE À FACES)»
Α’ Part: French Institute of Thessaloniki (May 25 – July 14)
Preview: Sunday May 24, 11:00-15:00, French Institute of Thessaloniki 
Opening: Monday May 25, 18:30, French Institute of Thessaloniki 
Β’ Part: Thessaloniki Museum of Photography (July 16 – September 15)

  Opening: Wednesday, July 15 
(Self-)Portrait plays the leading role in this “cross-cultural” dialogue among artists who are living or working in France, with artists from other countries participating in this international group exhibition of contemporary art entitled “Face to Faces”(Face à Faces). The original “body” of the exhibition is touring the world, while each time that it is displayed in a country it is enriched with the work of the artists from the place that hosts it. The selection of the works is signed by two curators, the curator of the touring exhibition and a curator from the host country of the exhibition (Angeliki Grammatikopoulou-Barbaut, Isabelle de Montfumat). 
In the first part of the exhibition, with the video installations that will be hosted from May 25 to July 14 at the French Institute of Thessaloniki, internationally recognized Greek and international artists will participate, such as Yann Toma, Dominik Lejman, Cécile Hartmann, Orlan, Maria Zervou, Katerina Thomadaki-Maria Klonaris, Dimitris Tsoumplekas, and Evanthia Tsantila. 
In the second part of the exhibition, at the Thessaloniki Museum of Photography, from July 16 to September 15, photographs by 14 contemporary artists of international renown from abroad shall be presented: Nan Goldin, Suzanne Lafont, Philippe Ramette, Orlan, Kimiko Yoshida, Hans Hemmert, Alain Bublex, Jean Luc Vilmouth, François Rousseau, Yuki Onodera, Roman Opalka, YannToma, Cécile Hartmann, Dominik Lejman combined with the works of important contemporary Greek artists, such as Christina Dimitriadi, Panos Kokkinias, Manolis Babousis, Venia Behraki, Georgios Katsagelos, Evangelia Kranioti, Eleni Mouzakiti, Lia Nalbantidou, Giorgos Prinos, Pavlos Fysakis, Athina Chroni, Eleni Maligoura. 
In the words of the Greek curator, the Face to Faces exhibition “attempts to provide an artistic answer to the questions arising with respect to the new identity of modern man, as it is established in the new system of social, economic and cultural values. Globalization is increasingly penetrating the different fields of our lives (economy, art, politics and informatics), while culture is shrinking to the level of a tradable, consumer process. Within this framework, economic theories, political and cultural ideologies have been demystified or abandoned, religious fanaticism has become dominant. What is the place of the human entity in this post-modern world? How is man (as an entity) placed face to face with himself, and how does he survive in his space and in his relations with others (face to faces) and the external environment? With the human presence at the centre of the artists’ interest, the exhibition investigates the identity of the human face in its different countenances: how the artists see themselves or how they would like to see themselves (in front of the lens), how they see others (opposite the lens) and how they use themselves or others to express their art through the relevant medium (video or photography)”.
	The exhibition is integrated in the wider action entitled ‘DIALOGUES D’IMAGES’ (IMAGE DIALOGUES) and is an initiative of ‘CULTURESFRANCE’, an entity of the French Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Foreign Affairs (formerly known as AFAA or Association Française d’Action Artistique).
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Curators – Coordinators: Angeliki Grammatikopoulou-Barbaut,  Isabelle de Montfumat 
Collaborating Institutions: French Institute of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki Museum of Photography 
With the support of: General Consulate of France in Thessaloniki  

Sponsor of the exhibition in the French Institute of Thessaloniki
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Sponsors and Supporters of the 2nd Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art 
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INFO
HELLENIC MINISTRY OF CULTURE
STATE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART

Kolokotroni 21, Stavroupoli 56430, Thessaloniki
Τ: +30 2310 589140-1 & 3, F: +30 2310 600123
www.greekstatemuseum.com,  info@greekstatemuseum.com 
SMCA & CACT Press Office

Yiota Sotiropoulou

Mobile: +30 6972336261
Τ: +30 2310546683, F: +30 2310593270

press@greekstatemuseum.com
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